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judgment as is contained in your annotation, on the indict-
ment made in " R.’s " letter, before hearing both sides of the
case.

Sir, the whole story is a, bubble, though perhaps not quite
a bubble which bursts itself : it reminds one more of one of
Dr. Carver’s glass balls at the Aquarium, the fiction of which
it is composed being vitrefied with a little truth : it requires
breaking. The process of smashing up the ball is easy, but
vexatious to one whose time is valuable, and can be better
employed.

I will, Sir, very soon offer for your acceptance a r&eacute;sum&eacute; of
the results of compulsory notifi( ation in Blackpool, and I
think I can convince your readers that the Act has done

great good in the borough, and has been a large factor in
securing immunity from infectious disease to the vast num-
bers of people who visit this health-resort. At the same
time I shall endeavour to show that where compulsory noti-
fication obtains the Legislature should insist that the medical
officer of health should be untrammelled by private practice,
and free from all the influences connected with it, which
tend to curtail the efficiency of his work for the public
good. This would also place him out of reach of attacks
made on him through his official position, and which are

based on feelings from which, it is sad to say, some members
of our profession are not altogether free.

I am. Sir. vours. &c..
LESLIE H. JONES, M.D., &c.,

Medical Officer of Health, Blackpool.
I have read the above letter, written by the medical officer

of health, and I am prepared to declare on oath, if necessary,
that the statements contained in it are true.

FRANCIS MCDONALD.
Inspector of Nuisances.

B* Our remarks were intended to apply to all cases of a
kind similar to that which seemed to be set forth in the
letter of our correspondent "R."&mdash;ED. L.

"STAMPING OUT SMALL-POX."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;It is very natural that a gentleman who has been
especially engaged in contending with an outbreak of small-
pox should consider that the exertions of the staff of which
he was a member had materially shortened the duration of
the epidemic. Yet the facts so impartially stated by Dr.
Higham Hill in your issue of the 29th ult. having reference
to a recent outbreak in Sydney, New South Wales, do not
clearly support such an opinion ; and with regard to the esti-
mation of the value of measures of quarantine and isolation
in general you may think it worth while to point this out.
Dr. Hill admits that, in the absence of compulsory registra-
tion of cases of small-pox (a want which was supplied by Act
of Parliament during the seventh month of the outbreak), there
were many conceale cases which formed " hot-beds of infec-
tion," and which protracted the epidemic. These cases of
concealment were generally believed in Sydney to be very
numerous, and the attention of the Government was drawn
to their existence during the early months by a physician who
is a member of the Legislative Assembly. These beiug the
facts, then-that small-pox existed among an ill-vaccinated
population, that measures of isolation were imperfectly
carried out, and that the total number of cases of illness was
nevertheless extremely small, although they were spread
over a period of nearly eight months-if Dr. Hill’s opinion
that the epidemic may be fairly said to have been stamped
out be accredited, it must be inferred that isolation of persons
suffering from small-pox is not a measure of much value in
checking the spread of the disease. But this is contrary to
experience.
The contagiousness of small-pox is relative in degree to con-

ditions whicii are local and constitutional. The locU condition
of Sydney are-a population of about 270,000, spread over a
very large area; its position on the east coast or Australia,
so that the prevailing winds reach it after crossing the Pacific,
while to the west is an immense extent of forest land which
ends only at the great central wilderness, and wheflce blow
very dry winds ; and the position of the city itself upon the
banks of a harbour of which the numerous and far-reaching
arms and bays are full of very deep water, and penetrate and
divide the most populous parts of it in very many directions.
The air is pure and exhilarating to a degree only comparable

with mountain air, and the sunlight is constant. The consti-
tutional conditions of its people are-constant employment,
high rates of wages, reasonably numerous holidays, and such
supplies of good food of all kinds as the London artisan never
sees except on some such rare occasion as that of a club
dinner ; and the knowledge that he is an important and
powerful member of the community, which, if it do not

always breed content, at least gives healthy occupation to
his mind.

I do not wish to undervalue the effect of the measures
which Dr. Hill took an able part in carrying out under
grave difficulties; but I think it due to the general question
of quarantine and isolation to point out that upon the whole
there are strong grounds for believing that his case does not
detract from the value of those measures, as his account of it
leads the reader to infer. On the contrary, the just inference
is that with a perfect system of isolation, and, what is much
more important, with. compulsory vaccination, small-pox
would not assume epidemic proportions in Sydney.

I am. Sir. yours truly.
J. ASHBURTON THOMPSON, M.D

VACCINATION IN ENGLAND AND IN
SCOTLAND.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;Dr. Hamilton’s letter on Vaccination in Scotland

deserves a reply, especially as he is of opinion that, north of
the Tweed, they manage this important operation better
than in England. In Scotland the limit of time allowed for
vaccination is six months, in England it is three. Dr.
Hamilton mentions various reasons why the longer time
should be preferred; bat in my opinion there are stronger
reasons why the three months’ limit should be adhered to.
If a child should be born with constitutional syphilis, three
months would be ample time in which to allow the symptoms
to manifest themselves ; and if at the end of that period a
child looked healthy, I should have no hesitation in
vaccinating it, instead of waiting for three months longer,
to see if any symptoms of the disease should appear. When
a child is vaccinated at the age of three months it gets over
the effects of the operation before the troubles of dentition
begin, which are often of themselves sufficiently severe
without being complicated by vaccination. Cutaneous
eruptions, convulsions, and various other ailments, are more
apt to manifest themselves during dentition than at any
other time ; and should a child, when vaccinated about the
age of six months, be seized with any of those affections, the
vaccination would get blamed for it. Then, should an
epidemic of small-pox break out in a locality, it would be
better to be able to enforce the vaccination of all infants
when three months old rather than allow them to remain
unvaccinated for three months longer, during which time
they would be exposed to infection. In Scotland, vaccina-
tion cannot be enforced until a child attains the age of six
months. In the large English towns many persons change
their-place of residence so frequently, and remove to districts
apart from where the infants are born, that many of them
are lost, and cannot he traced by the vaccination officers
For this reason London is the worst vaccinated city in the
kingdom. To extend the time of vaccination to six months
would aggravate this state of matters.
The vaccination grant is an allowance by Government of

Is. a head upon each infant vaccinated at the public station.
This raises the fee to 2s. 6d. a case (not too large a sum). The-
grant is given to encourage careful and efficient vaccination.
Last year &pound;12,000 were distributed among the puhlic vacci-
nators of England, and notwithstanding Dr. Hamilton’s
remarks ahout "duty," I am inclined to think that the
majurity of medical men in Scotland would consider it just
that a fair proportion of this sum should have been allotted
to deserving public vaccinators in their country. I believe
that in Scotland iio vaccination fees are paid out of the
rates except for the infants of those who are in receipt of
parish relief. In England the public vaccination station is
free to all, and I have no hesitation in affirming that infants
vaccinated at the public stations are more efficiently pro-
tected against small-pox than are those vaccinated by private
practitioners, who are often satisfied with one vesicle.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Manchester, Aug. 7th, 1882. T. N. 0,


